
May 2018
EMPOWERING FAMILIES TO MOVE BEYOND GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE AND

INTO THEIR FULL GOD-GIVEN POTENTIAL.

1

Almon's Story
Hi, my name is Almon Robinson and I would like
to share a bit of my story to give someone else
hope. Before joining Ripple of One, I found
myself always approaching a dead end. I worked
at Bojangles and I jumped from one restaurant
job to the next with little or no stability or
consistency. I didn’t have a vehicle, so getting to
work was always a challenge, never really
knowing who I would have to rely on the next
day. I dropped out of school my 11th grade year
so my options for work were slim. I was
physically, emotionally and mentally exhausted
from surviving paycheck to paycheck.  I didn’t
believe I would ever obtain my high school
diploma and I felt like I had little support to do
so. I had lost hope for my future. 
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 One of the biggest differences I can see in myself is my
determination and self-discipline! Ripple of One has really
taught me how to have self-discipline through my
mentorship team. I did not realize how crucial it was to
budget every month, I honestly had never even thought
about it before. Budgeting has been one of the best life
skills I could have ever learned. I now know how to save my
money because I learned how to budget! I have a savings
account that I never had before and every month I try to
save the max of $235 out of my income! I believe it is all
about needs versus wants. In the past, I would have spent
my entire tax return on whatever I wanted, I didn’t think
twice about it. Since I joined Ripple of One, I actually took
my refund and spent it on the things I really needed and
the rest went directly into my savings. 



I feel so much more stable now because of the life skills Ripple of One has taught
me. If something unexpected happens, because I have an emergency fund in

savings. I actually pay my bills on time and don’t spend money on the things that I
know that I can’t afford. I know that to a lot of people budgeting and saving

sounds extremely difficult but I believe it is mind over matter. My oldest child
would always ask me to buy her toys every time we walked into a store because

she saw how I used to spend money. Now, she watches me budget and save
instead. I love the fact that I can now be a good role model to my kids, I can show

them how to pay for the essentials and save for the unexpected. I received my
diploma in February of this year and I am graduating on May 31st. I could not be

more excited!  I am so grateful for the opportunities, education and support
Ripple of One has provided me so that I can confidently move forward with my

life. I would have to say that the thing I am most happy about is the fact that I love
the person I am becoming and the role model I am for my children.
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Volunteer of the Month
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Carol Turgeon moved to Oconee County and immediately got
involved with Ripple of One. She joined our team as a mentor,
but she couldn’t stop there. Carol stated on her volunteer
application that she had additional talents in “large parties.”
So it was to our benefit that she joined our fundraiser team!
She spearheaded the silent-auction portion of our fundraiser,
‘Rock the Boat.’ Carol is a great pairing for her mentee. She
helps encourage her and keep her motivated. Carol also plays
the role of an advocate. She is able to voice concerns of her
mentee and model how to discuss conflicts with composure
and compromise in mind. Carol donated about 60 hours over
the past two months! She attended a parenting class
alongside her client for support. Carol is present at every
meeting, training, and workshop we offer.. She was one of the
first attendees at our new Trauma-Informed Care Workshop!
She provides great examples and applications of our
discussion. Carol may have once been a contestant on Wheel
of Fortune, but today we are the fortunate ones to have Carol
on our volunteer team! Thank you so very much for your
support and heart for Ripple of One. We applaud you for
being so present and and such a great advocate!  


